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Look into the microscope, don't look down on it
ANTON VAN LEEUWENHOEK

Anton van Leeuwenhoek (1632 to
1723) a grinder of lenses, a self-taught
Dutch was born in Delft, the pretty
town of windmills and canals in Hol-
land on October 24, 1632.
While Galileo turned his telescope
towards heavens and celestial objects, Leeuwenhoek
manoeuvred his microscope to have a glimpse of the micro-
scopic world and objects.
In 1673 the Royal Society of London received a letter
from him entitled, "A Specimen of some Observations made
by a Microscope contrived by Mr.Leeuwenhoek concerning
Mould upon the Skin, Flesh, etc.; the Sting of a Bee,etc.",The
erudite members laughed at first at the venture of a grinder of
of lenses, but later were astonished and respected his idea.
His was a single lens microscope; the lenses were ground
to such a perfection thai they have not yet been surpassed in
quality. Grinding of lenses was a passion for him; they were
shining like bubbles with his bubbling enthusiasm. The size
of the lens was about one-eighth inch in diameter, say of the